INTRODUCTION


The following discusses what’s new at Richmond Controls since the Fourth Quarter 2002 Newsletter.  Feel free to call if you need additional information - Jim


NEW LOCOMOTIVES AND CARS


Intermountain N Scale FT with 2 headlights - The EZ03-120 fits very nicely in this locomotive without requiring any modification of the chassis.  The most popular package includes a Mars Light and a bright constant-intensity headlight.  A Gyralight can be supplied instead of the Mars Light.  Two bezels are supplied for use with the kit.  Installation is fairly easy except that it is necessary to remove the clear plastic headlight lens from the body shell in order to make room for the bezels and lamps.  For locomotives with light applications of glue between the body shell and headlight lens, this is only mildly difficult.  For heavy glue applications, it appears to be necessary to drill out the clear plastic and then ream out any glue or plastic left in the hole.


Kato N Scale SD40, 2002 Version - Internally, these locomotives are quite similar to the previously-released Kato SD40-2, and not at all similar to the original Kato SD40.  Therefore, the EZ01 should be used rather than the EZ02 that is used with the original version.  


It is anticipated that customers may want dual headlights and perhaps a beacon, but probably will not want ditch lights.  However, all of these lighting arrangements can be provided by one EZ01 module if desired.  Mars Lights and Gyralights are also available if needed.


Atlas N Scale Dash 8-32BWH and Dash 8-40BW - Perhaps the most requested lighting modification will be changing to a golden-white LED for the headlight.  The Prime Stratolite discussed last month is an option that is possible but not expected to be used on these locomotives.  Ditch lights are always possible, 


PLANNED NEW PRODUCTS


Athearn HO Scale and N Scale F59PHI - The N Scale version of this locomotive has ample room for a Richmond Controls lighting module, but space is very limited for the forward lights.  There will probably be room for everything in the HO Scale version.  It can be expected that some customers will want headlights and ditch lights (steady or alternating) for forward operation, and red tail lights for reverse operation.  Some may also want a dim headlight for reverse operation.


Richmond Controls modules are available to provide these lighting features.  The challenge will be to provide tiny light sources for the lights, particularly for the N Scale version.  LEDs will be the best option if the small size requirement can be satisfied.  That should be easy for HO Scale, but will be more difficult for N Scale.  These problems will be tackled only if customer demand is confirmed.


Athearn HO Scale and N Scale Bombardier Commuter Cars - It is expected that customers will request various combinations of flicker-free headlights, ditch lights, beacons, and tail lights for the control cars at the end of the train, and flicker-free interior lighting for cars in the train.  As usual with Richmond Controls ditch lights, they can be steady, always alternating, or automatically alternating, based on the customer’s preferences.  Existing Richmond Controls circuits like the EZ31 and EZ61 for HO Scale and the EZ41 and EZ51 for N Scale can accomplish all of these lighting effects for any type of track power.  The EZ32 piggyback board can be added to any of these other boards to provide directional control with short term memory.


The purpose of the short term memory feature is to remember the last known direction of motion when a car briefly loses contact with the track, as when passing over a turnout or dirty section of track.  Without the short term memory feature, the host board would not have any knowledge of the voltage polarity applied to the track, and it would briefly lose control of the directional lighting display.  Since DCC does not indicate polarity via the track but is still susceptible to loss of contact with the rails, it is possible that the EZ32 can be interfaced to a decoder to keep the lights on in the correct configuration even when the decoder briefly has no operating power.  This will be investigated if any customer demand for the DCC interface is seen.


Model Power N Scale 4-6-2 - My first attempt to open this locomotive convinced me to wait until someone more daring than me publishes instructions on how to do it without letting the drivers and valve gear fall out.  If there is any demand for improved lighting in this locomotive, we’ll see what can be done.  It appears that the locomotive would benefit from having a bright constant-intensity golden-white LED for a headlight.  If anyone has an easy way to gain access to the locomotive’s light source without risking disturbing the mechanism, I’d sure like to know the procedure.


FEATURE SUMMARY


Golden White LEDs - I have previously reported that I have been on a personal crusade to acquire golden-white LEDs.  The goal was a white LED with a golden tint rather that the normal blue tint or harsh pure white color we have been seeing in model railroad locomotives.


That Golden-White LED has now been obtained.  Richmond Controls is serving as the source of these LEDs to North American customers and to small quantity purchasers worldwide.  The first order of 450 golden-white LEDs sold out in two days to modelers who were limited to no more than 20 pieces.  Likewise, the next order of 1,000 pieces sold out in very little time, but a third order was quickly obtained.


For now, the Golden-White LEDs have a Suggested Retail Price of $1.50 each.  We will be selling them in quantities of 10 or more at that price, with no quantity limit.  Manufacturers and retailers can obtain these LEDs at our usual terms.  Since white LEDs require special packaging and handling, charges for shipping any order including golden-white LEDs will be $2.00 greater than orders without the LEDs.


We will be providing the LEDs to domestic manufacturers, hobby shops, and retail customers.  As of this writing, N Scale Supply, the Original Whistle Stop, and Sunrise Enterprises have ordered LEDs for resale.  Customers can order from them or from Richmond Controls.  It is hoped that other shops will decide to carry these LEDs for their customers.


Users should be aware that any type of white LED requires a bit of special handling, beyond what is typical for other more common LEDs.  White LEDs tend to be susceptible to damage from static electricity and the voltage spikes that all motors in typical model railroad locomotives create.  I have posted a set of recommendations for using white LEDs on our web site under the Golden-White LEDs heading.  This is a WORD document.  Everyone is welcome to download it and read it or copy it for personal use or to be distributed to customers.


To see a nice color photo showing the golden-white LED installed in a Kato E8, next to other Kato E8s with bluish-white and yellow LEDs, see Peter Vanvliet’s web site, www.VisualSage.com/mrr. The direct link to the photo is (enter this all in one line):


http://users2.ev1.net/~pvanvliet/ModelRailroad/Equipment/E8/ModelKato04.jpg


CHANGE IN TELEFAX NUMBER


Like many of you, we started receiving a large number of “junk” telefaxes.  It got so annoying that I decided to activate an input code feature included in our telefax machine.





Now, if someone wants to send a FAX to Richmond Controls, it is necessary to enter a code number while the answering machine greeting is playing, and then start sending the FAX.  The code initially selected is 46, which is the sum of the digits in the FAX telephone number, 2 8 1  3 4 2  4 8 9 5.  


WE NOW ACCEPT PayPal PAYMENTS


At the request of several customers, we obtained a PayPal account and can now accept payments on orders via that service.  The email address to provide to PayPal for payments that you wish to make to Richmond Controls is sales@richmondcontrols.com.


I recommend that you only use PayPal if you have already confirmed via email or telephone that what you need can be shipped quickly.  Some orders, particularly installation projects and modules needing new software, can require 6 to 8 weeks or more.  For these, if we receive a check as payment, we do not cash the check until we are expecting to ship soon.  This allows you to hang on to your money a little longer.


TRAIN SHOWS


Train Show plans for Richmond Controls for the first two quarters of 2003 include the San Antonio Train Show (February 1 & 2), the Houston Train Show (March 8), the Chicago O Scale March Meet (March 15 & 16), the Denver N Scale Meet (April 26 & 27), the Houston N’ Crowd N Scale Convention (June 5-8), and the N Scale Collectors’ Convention (Tulsa, June 25-28).  We will miss the Santa Fe Railway Historical and Modeling Society Convention which is in Ft. Worth this year, since it is the same weekend as the N Scale Collectors’ Convention.  We will also skip the National Train Show in Toronto as a vendor, to avoid all of the anticipated customs paperwork and hassles of taking merchandise into and out of Canada.
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