INTRODUCTION


The following discusses what’s new at Richmond Controls since the November 1998 Newsletter.  Please feel free to call me if you need additional information - Jim


NEW LOCOMOTIVES


Note:  I generally don’t devote much space to discussing installations in HO Scale locomotives, since installations in HO Scale locomotives are so simple and straight forward (at least, when compared to N Scale).


ATLAS N SCALE SD60 and SD60M:  I received my new SD60 and SD60M, and quickly discovered that installing ditch lights would rrequire a totally different approach.  (Installing headlights is relatively easy.)  Ditch lights can be installed in the pilot if the user is willing to convert to MicroTrains couplers and hold them in place with a screw rather than the black plastic clip.  (With the clip in place, there is no room for holes for bulbs or the bulb’s wires.  In this case, the EZ04-040s ($36) will provide headlights and ALTERNATING ditch lights.  The EZ13-040 ($28) will provide headlights and STEADY ditch lights.  The EZ11-020 ($24) is used for headlights only, and the EZ04-021 ($34) provides headlights and an amber rooftop beacon.  


I expect to be working with Dan Crews at Sunrise Enterprises to make PORCH MOUNT ditch lights available.  Porch mounting will add $10-$15 to the price -- I would appreciate feedback from readers regarding whether or not people will be willing to pay $38 to $50 for a module which provides headlights and porch mounted ditch lights.


ATLAS N SCALE RS1:  This locomotive has very little space in it, but there is enough room for the EZ21-020 ($32), which provides a single forward headlight and a single reverse headlight.  It can also be set up to provide non-directional lights in both ends.


KATO N SCALE RS2 & RSD2also :  This locomotive has very little space in it, but there is enough room for the EZ21-020 ($32), which provides a single forward headlight and a single reverse headlight.  It can also be set up to provide non-directional lights in both ends.


LIFE-LIKE N SCALE GP20:  This locomotive comes with two small LED boards which plug into the chassis, like many earlier Kato and Atlas locomotives.  For headlights only, use the EZ11-020 ($24), and for headlights and an amber beacon, use the EZ02-021 ($34).  Ditch lights can be provided for an extra $4.00.  


NEW PRODUCTS


BATTERY-POWERED FRED FLASHER:  Like to EZ23 Track-Powered FRED Flasher, the new EZ25 Battery-Powered FRED flasher was designed to be used with the Sunrise Enterprises N and HO Scale FREDs (HS-50 and NS-50).   I expect to be shipping the EZ25 by mid-April, 1999.  It is designed to use a single AAA battery, but a shorter version which uses a type N battery can be supplied.  Both easily fit N Scale containers.  If the battery is never turned off, a type N battery lasts about 3 months.  I expect a AAA battery will last about 5 months.  a Cheap and Dirty switch is provided on the board, and it can also be connected to an external switch of the user’s choice.  Dan Crews at Sunrise Enterprises has been woring on finding a suitable, inexpensive latching reed switch to use with it.  The EZ25 will retail for $20.  I can provide the Sunrise Enterprises FRED in HO or N Scale versions for $11 (no discount), but recommend that shop owners get their FREDs directly from Sunrise.  


NEW PRODUCT PLANS


As mentioned in the last newsletter, Showcase Miniatures is working on a beautiful etched brass radio tower which is almost a foot tall.  I have a prototype lighting circuit for it, modeled after a similar tower in Richmond.  The control includes a photocell to sense ambient light.  When ambient light is bright, two white strobes located at the top and midpoint of the tower flash once per second.  When the ambient light is dim, two red lights mounted at the top and midpoint wink out every two seconds, while other red lights mounted 1/4 and 3/4 of the way up the tower are continuously on.  When this tower is painted in the familiar alternating red and white pattern and the lights are working, it is a beautiful addition to the layout.  I am still working on how to make a kit which is reasonably easy for a typical modeler to retrofit onto the tower.


RICHMOND CONTROLS ADVERTISING


We continue placing small ads in every issue of Model Railroader and N Scale.  I have added a New Products section to the MR ad, and would appreciate feedback from any readers regarding the advertising.


MAGAZINE FEATURES


Richmond Controls products were included in the November/December issue of N Scale magazine, in the 101 Great Gift Ideas section (page 15) and the What’s in Store... section (page 18).


RICHMOND CONTROLS WEB SITE


My web site, www.richmondcontrols.com, was activated during March.  It still takes me a while to find and answer e-mail sent there, but I’ll get better.  Your critical comments would be appreciated.


NEW ADDRESS AND AREA CODE


Please note that our address was changed early in 1998 to P.O. Box 1467, Richmond, Texas, 77406-1467.  My rental on the Houston P.O. Box expires at the end of November, so mail sent there will be delayed during forwarding after that time.  Eventually, the post office will stop forwarding and begin returning mail sent to the Houston address.


Please note that my listed telephone number, (281)342-4895, is both a phone line and a FAX line.  The FAX machine is also an answering machine.  In order to successfully receive FAXes, I find it best to wait and see what’s coming in - a FAX or a call.  So if you call and get the answering machine, please say a few words and give me a chance to pick up the phone once I realize that the call isn’t a FAX.


Questions, comments, suggestions, and even complaints are welcomed.  Thanks, Jim Hinds.
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